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EAST MILL CREEK             
Community Council                            

                                             October 21, 2010                                                              
Members of the Millcreek Planning Commission:
At the October 7th 2010 meeting of the East Mill Creek Community Council, the final draft of the East Mill Creek Area Best Practice for the 2011 General Plan update was presented and discussed.
EMCCC voted unanimously to:
"Endorse and promote the work of the citizen's working group; that the EMC Area Best Practice be adapted by the County for use in the Best Practices section for East Mill Creek area of the Millcreek General Plan."
and its amendment: "We further request that the staff review the final version with the EMCCC prior to adoption."
Pursuant to the Planning Commission's request regarding why East Mill Creek needs its own Best Practice (versus a general update to the Township General Plan), please find residents' perspective of the need and purpose of the East Mill Creek Area Plan as explained within the document itself. EMC area is a unique, distinctive community with specific characteristics, resources and resulting policy needs.
EMCCC conducted a discussion of your question, too, and followed with an in-depth on-line discussion. EMCCC invites consideration of the following:
The General Plan is a guiding tool—a living document—designed to be a general overview of the entire Township (the view up at 50,000 ft.). The concept of a smaller area Best Practice is to focus down from the huge geographical area with extremely diverse needs, to a smaller area: an area with similar needs and priorities.
EMCCC, like each of the other Community Council areas that comprise our Township, has its own set of distinctive characteristics, accompanying needs and community priorities. These needs make a smaller area Best Practice a useful and desirable tool.
A Best Practice utilizes the format and benefits of our General Plan by giving voice to specific areas' core concerns and priorities; ensuring discussions and decision-making bodies give serious consideration to those local concerns and priorities by internalizing core concepts and using key questions.
There are additional compelling reasons for creating a Best Practice regarding land-use that is narrowed to a smaller, more specific area ~ in this case, EMC:
1) Need for a tool to ensure thoughtful and organized assessment of projects, preferences and priorities. This Area Plan, with its accompanying map that accurately reflects and magnifies the current land uses in the East Mill Creek area, will help focus on the desires and needs of specific geographical sections of East Mill Creek when future decisions are being made.
2) Need tor a common practice, or a standard process for all stakeholders—residents, community
councils, planning staff, planning commission—to conduct discussion on projects and land-use
applications/changes.
3) Need to provide a guiding document for the Planning Commission and the County that
expresses local (neighborhood) concerns and priorities regarding land-use patterns, development
and improvements.
EMCCC discussed the core concepts of the citizens' group update of this draft including the map and Community Council's monitoring, reviewing and being responsible for initiating updates in the future. Possible conflicts with any state statutes should be resolved, but should not stand in the way of moving the process forward. Whether the Best Practice is perfect, is a question far out-weighed by the benefits of this tool.  Because it is a "living document", it can help us as we move forward, reflecting the ongoing needs and desires of the East Mill Creek community.
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Respectfully, 

EMCCC
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Blake Keithley                                                       Nancy Carlson-Gotts

Chair/Planning and Zoning                                    Vice Chair
