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Salt Lake County Animal Services Celebrates

Of New Community Cat Room made Possible with Grant from PetSmart Charities® 
 SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH  – August 11, 2010 — Salt Lake County Animal Services received a $8,330 grant from PetSmart Charities® earlier this year to create a community cat room to further increase shelter adoptions.  The organization’s new focus on pet adoptions has been breaking agency adoption records and far exceeding average live release rates seen in other agencies across the state.

 Salt Lake County Animal Services handles over 10,000 lost and abandoned pets each year.  A recent focus on foster, adoption and rescue programs for animals that are not successfully reunited with owners has been very successful.  “The goal of our agency is to eliminate the euthanasia of adoptable cats in our shelter by the end of 2011,” says Shawni Larrabee, Director.  “We are very excited about the new cat community room where the cats can enjoy a more engaging, stimulating and less stressful stay here at the shelter.”   For more information about shelter programs including the County Free Cat Adoption program, visit www.AdoptUtahPets.com. 
 "Salt Lake County Animal Service’s efforts to promote and facilitate pet adoptions in the community are making important progress toward reducing shelter euthanasia," said Susana Della Maddalena, executive director of PetSmart Charities, Inc. "Innovative and collaborative programs like this are what is chipping away at the problem nationwide, making communities better places for pets along the way." 
About PetSmart Charities®
Established in 1994, PetSmart Charities, Inc. is an independent, nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization that creates and supports programs that save the lives of homeless pets, raise awareness of companion animal welfare issues, and promote healthy relationships between people and pets. The largest funder of animal welfare efforts in North America, PetSmart Charities has provided $110 million in grants and programs benefiting animal welfare organizations and, through its in-store adoption program, helped save the lives of more than 4 million pets.  To learn more about how PetSmart Charities is working toward its Vision of a lifelong, loving home for every pet, visit petsmartcharities.org or call 1-800-423-PETS.
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