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Purpose of Our Community Council
The purpose of The East Mill Creek Community Council is to formulate and present recommendations to the County Council, Millcreek Township Planning Commission, and other county agencies concerning issues and actions which affect the property and residents of The East Mill Creek Community Council Area. Further, to take any other actions which will be for the benefit for the residents and property within The East Mill Creek Community Council Area.


 


 EMCCC 2010 - Summary From The Chair


First I would like to take the time to express my gratitude for your belief in me and allowing me to be your chairman for the 2010 year. It was an interesting job and a years worth of learning experience that has increased my appreciation of chairs past.

It has also increased my respect for all of the volunteers of our council who put in great amounts of time in community service. Not only in council affairs but service to the community outside of the council as well.

Most of all though faith in the residents of our community council area. East Mill Creek has the most active and engaged citizens in the township. Over the last 3+ years of my council involvement, there have been a number of issues  that affect the quality of life in our township and citizens have rallied to become involved. I may be impartial but I believe more so than the average community council area in Salt Lake County.

Anecdotally.  At a recent ACCT meeting Anna Reeves who also represents as ACCT Treasurer, shuffled a newly formed community council chair towards me who asked “ How do you get so many people to run for community council in East Mill Creek” and How do I get people involved” My answer was “Because East Mill Creek is awesome”!  Anna was more succinct with her answer “Move”.

Our activity centers around certain core areas which include: planning and zoning, community activities, and community outreach. I will try and give a short synopsis on these issues for 2010.

First I want to take the time to thank the Vice Chairs, officers and volunteers for their tireless work. I was committed for 2010  to toning the workload down from the previous two years that saw some very high council activity. Unfortunately I don’t think I met that goal and The Vice Chairs and Officers had to work as hard as before.

I would like to extend my thanks to Nancy Carlson Gotts who has once again kept our special events and our website afloat. Leslie Riddle for all her help with planning and zoning, Shawn Wickard for taking the job as secretary when nobody else would and sticking with it for a year as well as his work with emergency preparedness, Ryan Greene for dealing with the budgets accounting and elections, Nate Laver for managing the by laws and going to all those ACCT meetings, Kathy Swift for taking on the job of secretary when we needed her.


Thank all of you for your efforts.

 

`

Planning and Zoning-2010
There were several planning issues in 2010. I was committed to improving our review process and letters of recommendation and to that extent I believe we were successful. Many thanks to Leslie Riddle who fine tuned my rough drafts with the final product receiving note on several occasions. 

I will comment on the most significant projects.

The first project was the R1-4 re zone of the Scott Smith  property at 3531south 23rd east. This sailed through the re zoning process from the community council through the planning commission and county council in 2009. The conditional use application in 2010 was much more difficult once it went to county planning and the Millcreek Planning Commission.

The community council advocated that the R1-4 zone was not part of RCOZ since it was not listed in Table 1 of the ordinance and advocated both alignments( Inline/2+2) proposed by the applicant.  County Planning and the MPC were in disagreement. I advocated as hard as possible for the council position and in the end it came down to the applicant threatening to file suit before there was resolution. The planning commission still adopted a compromise under RCOZ Option C. In a post application interview Mr Smith Commented if it hadn’t been for our support and the help of Curtis Woodward at County Planning, the project would not have been completed.

As a note here I would like to thank Scott Turville for his insights regarding zoning issues at the meetings he has attended. His comment has always been informative  his questioning and discourse always civil.

The  Reid School wireless tower application saw the community council listen to residents and review the application under the conditional use clause.  We made our recommendation based on the code and wrote an extensive letter that Leslie Riddle helped me craft. Due to a family emergency, Leslie also stepped in at the last minute to make our presentation to the Millcreek Planning Commission.

The application was denied and it went to the Board Of Adjustment where I made our presentation and  several members commented favorably on our letter and upheld the planning commissions decision.

These two projects highlighted a need for a uniform best practice in dealing with applications. Not only would a best practice help the council it would help the applicant as well. This then led to a meeting with Mayor Peter Corroon, Planning Director Rolen Yoshinaga and County Attorney Tom Christensen concerning a best practice regarding applications and community council input regarding  planning commissioner selection.

The outcome of that meeting was that Planning was working on a reorganization to streamline the process and would get back to us when it was complete and the Count Attorney’s office having questions about the planning commissioner selection process. 

Rolen Yoshinaga has committed to have a planner come to our meetings with each application and the planning department being our advisor was written into county code in February. The community council input was decided in just the last few weeks.

A letter requesting a planning and zoning best practice as well as a strategic sidewalk plan will be submitted as our projects for the general plan update..

Our council also heard an application for inline addition under RCOZ. The first was the Parker Davis residenceand that was approved by the planning commission. This also led to an ordinance change that included community council review of Option C applications by the community council.

Not heard in February was an application by The Ostlers.  It was an instance where yet once again we were not noticed of the application prior to the planning commission meeting and then asked to fit it into our next agenda for decision. I made the mistake of putting my foot down because our agenda was already full.

This has led to all inline additions now being routed by county planning through The Board Of Adjustment as additions to non complying structures. This is against the intent of the county  council and planning commission and adds an additional $1500 dollar fee to the applicant. The explanation here is that the change has not been reviewed by the other planning commissions.

 In regards to inline additions EMCCC did pass a resolution calling in support of a Uniform Right Of Compliance and co ordinating with the other community councils. To date I have raised the subject at a chairs meeting but not been able to go to individual councils.

We did hear our first straight Option C request the Katzmans on 24hrs notice by county planning and had a number of council members make a site visit. I want to express my appreciation to you as a council for the tremendous effort.

We have made the council available to all our citizens even if the community council does not have purview. Cases in point are the inline addition application for the Brains, and the irrigation ditch fencing exemption for The Sorensons.

I am proud that our council has been here at citizen request

This appears to have come at a cost however. County Planning has taken an attitude that they will only notice according to state or county code. This means the chair and planning and zoning officer no longer are noticed for subdivisions and items before The Board Of Adjustment.

Outreach to offer our support should be a goal for 2011.

The Citizens East Mill Creek Area Plan Best Practice is now before the Millcreek Planning Commission. This project continues over from 2009 and its discussion was part of the adoption of the General Plan.

This also qualifies as outreach but Anna Clare Shepperd, Leslie Riddle have been crucial in their liaison with citizen group for the final draft and Stewart Woodruff helped us with the hearing process for the first draft.

Public input was taken in 2009 and continued as part of our out reach program during movie nights in 2010. It has also been on our agenda several times in 2010.

A phenomenal amount of work was done by the citizens group led by Dierdre Paulsen, Mahdu Menon and Bruce Parker and our liaisons on this project and it is a very professional document.

Our Municipal Priorities for 2011 were also turned in to Public Works Director Linda Hamilton. Our priorities were:

1. 23rd east project sidewalks and road improvement.  EMCCC wishes to be involved in this process as 23rd east is a gateway and arterial to our community.

2.Traffic Calming on Upland Drive between I-215 and 27th east and on Birch Drive between Upland Drive and 39th South.

3.Intersection realignment and sidewalk completion at Siggurd and 20th east.



4. S Curve sidewalk completion
5. Evergreen Community Center improvements: Splash Pad and community council involvement.

6. Swimming Pool located in EMCCC area preferably near the new community center.

7. Traffic Calming on Honeycutt from Siggurd to 39th South.

8. Riparian Corridor Improvement on Millcreek in East Mill Creek Community Council boundaries.

9. Skate Park feasibility study
10. Traffic Calming on Evergreen Avenue from 23rd east to 20th east.
11. 33rd and 39th south sidewalk project completion
Some of these priorities were to be completed this year and some were compounded such as the intersection alignment at 20th east and Siggurd and traffic calming on Birch Drive which feeds Upland and Skyline Highschool.

Kurt Zimmerman was involved with the citizen group on the Siggurd sidewalk project and we went on a tour to see how different medians and sidewalks could be applied to the 23rd east project which will be another major undertaking for the community council area.


I would like to thank Kurt for all his efforts on sidewalk issues like the 39th south project and his efforts on the Honeycutt culvert replacement which might actually happen in 2011.

I am extending another special thank you to Stewart Woodruff who has opted to retire from the council for now after ten years of service. Stewart has served as treasurer in the time I have been on the council and donated our council laptop (which I have yet to overcome my fear and learn how to operate). Most importantly what Stewart has done is lead us with more than one motion or  resolution that crafts a compromise or a council position. His retirement is the council’s loss.

Also  stepping down is Anna Clare Shepherd. Anna Clare has always been one of our most involved council members. Her efforts this year with Citizens East Mill Creek Area Plan Best Practice, liaison work on Upland and Virginia the HB40 town hall and many other works inside and outside of the council. Anna always takes copious notes and has an unsurpassed ability to organize citizens in our community. 

Thank you for all your service Anna Clare.





Community Activities
Our Special Event Co Ordinator is Vice Chair Nancy Carlson Gott who is also our representative for the township special events committee. Once again Nancy has managed the season for us.

The first major event was the Prepare Fair where county agencies and public companies came and set up booths in the parking lot at Home Depot to inform the public on emergency preparedness. Shawn Wickard our Emergency Preparedness co ordinator was also crucial in organizing this MOCC led event.

We had a community council booth to promote township awareness and the county put forth the good foot with their demonstrations. It was the most successful Prepare Fair so far. CERT certification volunteer forms were circulated as well. Volunteers were found and some have completed training. Thanks again to Shawn and Nancy.

Movie nights this year were another resounding success. The council selected three movies: Star Trek, Never Ending Story and How To Tame Your Dragon. Unfortunately How To Tame Your Dragon was held past its release date.  Cloudy With A Chance Meatballs which had been paid for by MOCC but which ironically rained out, was substituted in its place. Cloudy With A Chance Of Meatballs  may have been attributed to bait and switch but it was the largest turnout of our movies to date.

This year was our first year at Evergreen Jr High due to the construction of the new Community Center.  There were some anticipated difficulties with: electrical availability, distributing sound over a wider area and  the need for porta potties.  These were met with our contracting for a 25kw diesel generator which was quiet resounding success and additional sound equipment which we helped purchase. This equipment made an appreciable difference in sound quality. 

The porta potties proved to be an easy issue.

Once again our community council has done more with pre movie activities than the other community councils. In the very first movie Leslie Riddle worked to find a source for bike helmets and we gave them away in a raffle. Nancy, Leslie and others who I will have failed to mention found sponsors for our raffles before each movie.

Ryan Green and others like Sue Astle sponsored movies and arranged for various community groups to come and perform and inform for our audience before each movie which like all our activities were county branded. 

 Leslie, Nancy and others manned our community council booth and managed our area plan best practice out reach. By motion we opened up our event for booths from private groups and we had a number of groups take advantage. We also had food vendors this year that attended all our events and I am personally grateful for the smell of oak smoke and bbq.

Once again the value for the county dollar was delivered by a multiple greater than five.

We had two public building events this year. The first was the Grand Opening of our new Millcreek Fire Station and the ground breaking of the new community center.

I was invited to and spoke at the grand opening of the new fire station which is a beautiful architectural correct building with meeting space that is used for the Chairs/Town Council meetings as well.

We as a council were also invited and attended the ground breaking for the new community center with Leslie setting up the community council booth. It was a pretty historic day for replacing what was the first community center. What is that old saying “the first shall be last”?

We also participated in the Venture Outdoors Festival this year by helping set up, man the booths and take down the festival.





Community Outreach
Our outreach takes place in different areas. The first being our newsletter in the Millcreek Journal. Nancy and Leslie have managed that for the most of the year and done a good job. Our newsletter provides a valuable tool for our outreach program and The Journal is an indispensable tool. I have fielded more than one call when it has not been delivered.

Via the chairs meeting a frame work has been set up for story selection but it is a work in progress.

Our costs for the Journal in 2010 increased from the 2009 budget. Due to a credit from years past we did not accurately account for this cost in this years budget but were still able to meet the obligation. For 2011 our Journal obligation will be around $9000 dollars.

We still face the same problem as every other year in th past with the county steadfastly retaining its formula for redistributing our tax money back to us rather than making the Journal a separate line item.

They also steadfastly refuse to redistribute our tax money back to us in a lump sum opting for their current process of a primary sum ant the beginning of the year and a supplemental sum mid year.

So yet again we have to go through the hassle of robbing our special events funds in order to pay for our newsletter in the Journal. This is particularly dumfounding since The Journal is the county’s biggest asset in promoting county positions in our township which is closely followed by our movie nights.

I have also tried via a key note speaker in our meetings to bring people that address issues in our community such as Metro Water, County Emergency Operations, County Economic Development, The Department Of Environmental Quality.

Then we have programs like our Emergency Preparedness Program which is co ordinated by Shawn Wickard and Nancy Carlson Gott. Shawn has started with and built from the prepare fair and Nancy is also a co ordinator for the special events committee. This outreach program has done nothing but grow since the beginning of the year.

The Siggurd sidewalk project which was driven by Madeleine Meir and the William Penn Elementary PTA Community Council highlighted a need for better communication with our layered PTA council groups. Kathy Swift has been working as our volunteer in this effort. I attended a meeting of the Skyline Council where she introduced EMCCC, our functions and  how we would like to co ordinate our efforts. Kathy acquitted herself well.



Sue Astle was appointed as a liaison to the new community center after citizens voiced their concerns regarding  the existing and new playground equipment and removal of trees on the site. Thank you Sue for fielding those calls this and all your other efforts.

The Historic Corner effort has stalled to legal and financial issues with Salt Lake County. One of the largest stumbling blocks is how the county values property.  The county determines a value based on surrounding residential or commercial property values per acre and bases the price of a right away on that value. The problem is that the right of way more often than not is worthless because it has no potential to be developed and in fact costs the county money to maintain.

This has affected the realignment at 20th and Siggurd and other projects in the township as well.

This year I approached Dale Carpenter of County Economic Development and took a brief windshield survey with he and Spencer Brimley.. Both attended our next meeting and Leslie Riddle took the initiative and stayed in contact with Dale who has secured a grant for helping to find funds for our future development. Working with Dale and Economic Development should be a project for all councils in 2011.

The community councils also passed joint resolutions voicing our desire to keep our community intact and our concern how the 105% rule would affect us given an incorporation or annexation of the township.

The community council chairs were tasked with investigating that process and those talks are ongoing with draft legislation for review scheduled to be available in December.

We held our community council elections this year for the first time electronically. The October newsletter insert featured the candidate profiles instruction on how to vote both electronically and by mail with the provided and reproducible ballot provided in the insert.

I did receive some calls and had to ask myself on how to bring up the ballot on the website. There was an issue with MOCC and their individual districts not being highlighted but overall I believe the effort will be quite successful. The councils used the supplemental funding from the county fund elections this year.

We initially had ten candidates for six positions but that later reduced to eight. All candidates were extremely qualified , So nce again we had contested positions for council positions which only highlights our citizen interest and involvement in our community.

Ryan Green took on the responsibility to be our elections official on top of his duties as treasurer. He has done an admirable job and to him I extend my thanks for his effort.





Township Council
This year saw a historic change in our governance. We have elected to create a new town council. Much of the credit goes to Leslie Riddle who was driving for this for a couple of years. Leslie, Nancy and myself attended all of the meetings that were facilitated by Salt Lake County.

The final result was a temporary eight member council with voting rights based on population. Planning and zoning as well was activities are to remain in the purview of the local councils. This council is to be temporary and develop by laws and proposals for the permanent town council.

The town council has the potential to be the next great leap in establishing our identity and branding our identity as a township and community.

Town Council organization so far due to scheduling conflicts of individual chairs and members has been off to a slow start. EMCCC acted quickly and elected Sue Astle and Stewart Woodruff as our representatives. Stewart has stepped down having decided to retire from the council so a second representative and alternates will have to be elected with the new council in December.

I want to thank each and everyone of you for your support this year. For me this has been a learning experience and I now know what assets personally it takes to perform the duties of chair.  It is important information for my own personal growth.

I have honestly tried to serve you with my best intent and once again thank you for allowing me to serve you and our community.

Blake Keithley.
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